
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Veritas Academy 
Harvest Bible Chapel Barrie 
 
Section 1: Purpose 
 
At Harvest, our mission is not only to make more disciples of Jesus, but better ones. The sooner 
we get at that, the better.  
 
Veritas Academy can be summed up like this: A deeper dive into spiritual life, theological 
reflection, and church participation.  
 
 
The purpose of Veritas Academy (VA) is to train, equip and further develop anyone between 
high school and post-secondary, or those in their “gap years” or any students looking for an 
extra year of study. The focus will be on: 
 a) deepening their walk with Christ, encouraging greater growth in their relationship 
 with him. 
 b) furthering their biblical and theological foundation through intentional reading, 
 assignments, reports and ministerial oversight. 
 c) advancement of the ministry of the church by providing additional opportunities to 
 serve and grow into ministerial roles. 
 d) encouraging participation in the church, vocationally or otherwise.  
 e) a proper understanding of the core tenants of faith, how to effectively articulate and 
 defend them, and how they differ from the culture we live in.  
 
The hope of the Veritas Academy is that students would continue the work of furthering the 
mission of the universal church through their service in the local church. During this year, they 
will complete the required reading, assignments, meet regularly with a ministry mentor, fulfill 
various ministerial duties and continue the work of developing a robust and solid foundation in 
their walk with Christ, growing in these key areas: 
 
1. Spiritual Vitality 
2. Theological Clarity 
3. Healthy Relationships 
4. Godly Leadership 
5. Spiritual Maturity 
6. Missional Lifestyle 
7. Faithful Disciple Making 
 
 
Section 2: Basic Requirements 
 



To be considered for VA, students must have completed their high school diploma and be an 
active member in their local church. They will be required to apply and go through an interview 
process to be approved.  
 
Each student enrolled at VA will complete a personal assessment at the beginning and end of 
their program and review both assessments with their spiritual mentor.  
 
 
Section 3: Beginning Assignments 
 
The following assignments are compulsory for all students, and will be completed at the outset 
of the program: 
 
1. Personal Conversion story assignment 
2. Spiritual habits assessment 
3. Plan for post-Veritas Academy 
 
 
Section 4: Units of Study 
 
1: Spiritual Foundations   10 Weeks – Week of September 5 – Week November 14 
 
This unit of study will focus on the fundamental aspects of our spiritual life to grow us into 
deeper love for Jesus, deeper understanding and appreciation for the aspects of faith, greater 
passion for God’s word, pursuit of Christlikeness, understanding and appreciation of spiritual 
disciplines, and longing to worship God in every aspect of our lives. 
 
Required reading: 
 -When I Don’t Desire God, John Piper $22 plus tax 
 -8 Habits for Growth, Darryl Dash $20 plus tax 
 
 
Assignments: 
 

-Spiritual disciplines assessment: Students will work with their mentor to identify any 
Fruit of the Spirit they feel they are lacking and create a plan to help grow in it during 
the year (through counselling, spiritual disciplines, mentoring, prayer, etc.). This could 
include developing certain prayer habits, scripture reading/study, and other spiritual 
disciplines. It could also include identifying and seeking to weed out certain sin 
problems (lust, anger, greed, laziness etc.).  

 
-Spiritual gifts assessment: Students will be asked to spend time in prayer, take risks and 
observe themselves (as well as their effects on others) to discern what their spiritual 



gifts are, then develop a plan to use them as far as their responsibilities and 
circumstances permit. At the end of the program, the student’s mentor will provide the 
student with a spiritual gift assessment that he/she has observed the student’s gifts are 
and share that with the student.  

 
-Prayer, Fasting, and Journaling: Students will spend long periods of time praying and 
fasting.  They will also journal regularly about what they are learning, observing, 
recording any measurable prayer requests and God’s response. 

 
 -Bible memorization: Students will be tasked with memorizing through both reciting and 
writing out a significant portion of God’s word.  
 
 
2: Theology 101  16 weeks – Week of November 21 – Week of December 12  
      Week of January 9 – Week of April 9 
 
Students will study the core aspects of systematic theology and reformed doctrines, giving 
them a functional overview of our theological position and how it plays out in their everyday 
lives. This list shows the topics we will cover throughout this unit: 

Bibliology (Survey of OT and NT) 
Theology Proper (Paterology) 
Christology 
Pneumatology 
Anthropology/Hamartiology 
Soteriology  
Ecclesiology 
Eschatology 
Ethics 
Apologetics/Evangelism (with a training/practical component to it) 

 
Required reading: 
 -Everyone’s A Theologian, R.C. Sproul $23 plus tax 
 -Introduction To The New Testament, D.A. Carson/Douglas Moo/Andy Naselli $18 plus 
tax 
 -Why Should I Believe Christianity, James Anderson $14 plus tax 
 -What The Old Testament Authors Really Cared About, Jason DeRouchie $53 plus tax 
 -Any other additional material given in class 
 
 
Assignments: 
  

 -Doctrinal Questions Assignment: Students will be asked a series of questions 
relating to their faith and be encouraged to be honest about their perspectives. This 



assignment will be two parts and be completed prior to the beginning of this unit and 
the end of this unit.  

 
 -Personal Theology: Students will take all they have learned in this section of study and 
 produce their own personal theological stance on areas of primary, secondary and 
 tertiary significance.  
 
 -Church Doctrinal Statement report: Students will take the doctrinal statement of their 
 church and report on it based on their studies.  
 
 -Topic-specific questions & assignments given by the VA Director. 
 
 
3: Church Ministries   10 week – Week of April 10 – Week of June 12 
 
In the church ministries section of study, students will dive into the different facets of the local 
church and the ministries they offer to develop an understanding of what they are and why 
they’re so important. In this unit, students will be required to serve within the various 
ministries of the local church. 
 
 3.1: Preaching & Pastoral Ministry Overview 
 3.2: Worship (& Production) Ministry Overview 
 3.3: Children & Youth Ministry Overview 
 3.4: Integration & Small Groups Ministry Overview 
 3.5: Biblical Soul Care Ministry Overview 
 3.6: Admin & Support Ministry Overview 
 
Required Reading: 
 -Love Your Church, Tony Merida $14 plus tax 
 -Strange New World, Carl Trueman $23 plus tax 
 -Any other additional material given in class 
  
 
Assignments: 
 -Serve in each of the ministries above (Preaching/Pastoral Ministry & Biblical Soul Care 
 excluded), and report on your time in each. 
 -Ministry leader interview. Conduct an interview with each of the Pastors/Directors of 
 these ministries 
 -Ministry alignment assignment: Students will consider their time in each ministry and 
 based on their spiritual gifts, report on which ministry would be the best fit for them.   
 
 
 



 
Section 4: Mentorship 
 
To bring validation to the program and ensure that our students are being properly guided and 
assessed through the process, each one will be partnered with both a spiritual and an academic 
mentor. These mentors will meet with students regularly to check in on assignments, progress 
on competencies, and the assignments and tasks they’ve been given. Mentors will meet 
regularly with the Director of Veritas Academy to report on student progress and for further 
evaluation and direction. Mentors will ensure that the program’s requirements are being 
effectively pursued and attained, as well as approving the work that has been done on the 
assignments and tasks. 
 
Mentors will be trained and expected to operate within a framework for their meetings and 
interactions with their students to ensure the time is productive and continues to challenge, 
encourage and equip students in their competencies.  
 
Section 5: Duration and Schedule 
 
Veritas Academy aims to be an accessible program for students in the early stages of their adult 
life. We recognize that due to the nature of the program, the demands of life, and the desire to 
ensure our students are set up for success in the future, we will need to allow time for part-
time jobs and other activities. This program is a 36-week program that will launch at the 
beginning of September and run until the middle of June. There will be one day of lectures 
every Thursday from about 10am until 3pm with breaks and lunch interspersed. One day at the 
beginning, middle, and end of this program will be set aside for fun and fellowship (likely a meal 
and an event). Once a week students will contact their mentors (time to be setup between 
student and mentor) while faithfully attending and serving in their local church every week.  
 
Otherwise, the time for reading, assignments, and spiritual and competency development will 
be left to the student to allocate. Students will submit a proposed weekly schedule which will 
help keep them accountable to working hard and making best use of the time.  
 
VA will require about 12 hours/week for each student. That includes class time, reading time, 
scripture reading/memorization, communicating with mentors, and any written 
assignments/journaling. Six of those hours will be in class. The remaining six hours will be on 
the student’s own schedule.  
 
 
Total Cost per student: $600 


