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Nursery Care
Nursery care is provided for children under 3 years old. Go to the kiosk down the center hallway 
just past the restrooms to sign in and drop off your child.

Children’s Church - 3 year old - 3rd grade 
Sunday morning, just prior to the sermon, one of our Preschool teachers will lead children out for 
a unique experience that is age appropriate for them… including Bible stories, videos, songs and 
crafts. The children return to the church following the sermon.

Offerings
Offerings are received in the offering boxes in the lobby before and after services. You may also 
give online at lwlc.org/give. We appreciate your generous support of our ministry as we seek to 
grow God’s kingdom here and throughout the world.

Sunday Morning Bible Class, Sunday School 8:30-9:30am and Worship 10am
Adult Bible Class led by one of our Pastors meets in the Fellowship Hall.
Student Ministry Class (7-12 grade) meets in the Pastoral Suite.
Sunday School classes for pre-K thru 6th grade are held on second floor in rooms
204 and 205. Their opening begins in the Worship Center at 8:30am.

We’re so glad you’re here. Please stop by our Guest Kiosk and pick up a free Bible. 
We’d love to answer any questions you have or point you in a direction on our campus. 
Staff connect cards are also available at the kiosk.
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As We Gather
We believe that Jesus is King, but He ascended to His throne in messy circumstances. We believe that He is 
our King, even if life in the kingdom can get messy. We believe that He’s coming back to clean this mess up. 
Welcome to the worship of Jesus!

Opening HymnOpening Hymn
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all you nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Risen with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise each child of earth,
Born to give them second birth. Refrain

Welcome and Opening Prayer        Pastor Doug

Flute Prelude     The First Noel

Invocation         

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her
that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!”
See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power,
and he rules with a mighty arm.
See, his reward is with him,
and his recompense accompanies him.
He tends his flock like a shepherd:
He gathers the lambs in his arms
and carries them close to his heart.

Jeremiah 3:15 & 18
Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and understanding.
In those days the people of Judah will join the people of Israel, and together they will come from a 
northern land to the land I gave your ancestors as an inheritance.

 Luke 1:5
In the days of Herod, King of Judea. 

Luke 2:1-4
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone 
went to their own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.
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Prophecy                                                                                                                                                 Isaiah 40     

THE WORD OF THE LORD      Pastor Micah                                                                                      

Sit



The Sermon                                                                Pastor  Micah                                                Messy Kingdom     

The Dismissal to Children’s Church
Children three years old to third grade may follow the Children’s Church Leader out the right side door.
The children return during the song following the sermon.

Confession and Forgiveness

Hymn Hymn 
Comfort, Comfort All My PeopleComfort, Comfort All My People

“Comfort, comfort all my people;
Speak of peace,” so says our God;
“Comfort those who sit in darkness,
Groaning from their sorrows’ load.
Speak to all Jerusalem
Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell them that their sins I cover,
That their warfare now is over.” 
Interlude

All their sins our God will pardon,
Blotting out each dark misdeed;
All that well deserved His anger
He no more will see or heed.
They have suffered many a day;
Now their griefs have passed away;
God will change their aching sadness
Into ever-springing gladness.
Interlude

Then make straight the crooked highway;
Make the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble,
Ready for His holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord
Now o’er earth is spread abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token
That His Word is never broken.

Lord, my loyalty has been divided. I have put my trust in people, in things, in powers, and in myself. I 
have been at war within myself, and in conflict with Your will. I have kept what is rightfully Yours to 
myself, I have guarded what is needed by others. Rule over me again. Rule in me again. All that I am 
and all that I have, I entrust to you. 
John 18
Therefore Pilate said to Him (Jesus), “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I 
am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”
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Words of Grace

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given 
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  
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The Teaching on the Lord’s Supper                                                                                                                           
To receive Communion, remove the tab from the bottom of the chalice to receive the bread. Pull back the 
tab on the top to receive the wine. Please dispose of the empty chalice as you exit.  

Hymn of ResponseHymn of Response
In Christ AloneIn Christ Alone

In Christ alone, my hope is found.
He is my light my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease;
My Comforter, my All in All,
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe,
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save;
Till on that cross, as Jesus died;
The wrath of God was satisfied;
For every sin on Him was laid.
Here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground, His body lay;
Light of the world by darkness slain.
Then bursting forth in glorious Day,
Up from the grave He rose again.
And as He stands in victory,
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;
For I am His, and He is mine,
Bought with the precious blood of Christ!

No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the power of Christ in me.
From life’s first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand.
Till He returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand!



Parting HymnParting Hymn
O Come, O Come, EmmanuelO Come, O Come, Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

The Lord’s Prayer           Matthew 6:9-13

Prayer of the Church



Acknowledgements:
Unless otherwise noted, songs included are public domain or covered by our CCLI License # 91850 or LSB License # 110005696.  

Next Sunday - Have Yourself a Messy Little ChristmasNext Sunday - Have Yourself a Messy Little Christmas
Messy FamilyMessy Family

Midweek Advent ServicesMidweek Advent Services
December 7 & 14   |  7pmDecember 7 & 14   |  7pm

No family is perfect. Neither was the family we celebrate in the Christmas story. Join us next week 
as we look at the messy circumstances Jesus was born into, and celebrate the family to which He 
has called us!

Our flutists are Rebecca Pfennig and Leoma Smith.  



AnnouncementsAnnouncements

Adult Bible Class Sunday Morning   ·   “Twas the Night Before Christmas”
Pastor Doug looks at the untold stories of the Christmas drama that few people notice 
during the Christmas season. What was God really up to as He unfolded the salvation of all 
humankind in the humbleness of a little baby? Why not another way? We’ll see what God was 
up to from the beginning. Join us in the Fellow Hall on Sunday mornings at 8:30am.

The Christmas Season of Giving
The generosity of the people of this church helps create more opportunities for people to experience 
a life-changing relationship with Jesus, and there is no greater impact we could make together. During 
this season, we would like to give you the opportunity to bless this ministry with a special Christmas 
gift. At the front of our altar are two offering plates you can place a “Season of Giving” gift. You may 
also use the offering boxes in the lobby. Here are two ways you can generously support this ministry as 
we bring our year to a close:
Consider a “special offering” above your regular giving and mark it “Season of Giving” offering. This will 
allow us to finish our year well and move us into exciting new ministry goals coming in the new year.
If you are a member of Thrivent, you can use your “Action Team” dollars to support a specific ministry 
endeavor. Each year our church has around $30,000 in Action Team dollars that go unused. If you’re a 
Thrivent member, let us share with you how you can be a blessing to Living Word before the end of the 
year.  For more information please contact Lisa at lisa@lwlc.org. 

Women of the Word (WOW)   ·  Christmas Lunch, December 14, 11:30am – 1pm
Women of the Word (WOW) is the local chapter of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
(LWML), with emphasis on service and the support of missions globally, nationally and locally. 
We meet on the second Wednesday of each month from 9:30am-11:30am. In the month of 
December WOW will hold a potluck Christmas luncheon at the church from 11:30am – 1pm. 
For more information, please send your email to 57vetter@gmail.com. 

Take ACTION on a ministry you care about before December 31! 
Living Word has approximately $30,000 in Thrivent action dollars that go unused each year. If you 
have a Thrivent membership, you a have $500 benefit that you may designate to the ministry of 
your choice through what are called Action Dollars. If you haven’t designated it by the end of the year, 
those dollars given to you are lost.
Start with a specific ministry you care about; music, education, fellowship, missions, etc. If you need 
help deciding on a specific ministry area, contact either of the pastors or Lisa at lisa@lwlc.org.
Visit thrivent.com/actionteam to complete and submit your project application. Once your 
application is approved, they will send you a kit containing T-shirts for volunteers and a Community 
Impact Card loaded with up to $250 in seed money to kickstart your project. If you need help from 
Thrivent, contact Alex Linder at alex.linder@thrivent.com. 
Generosity is meant to be shared, so complete your Thrivent Action Team application today.



Prayer  Requests may be submitted via attendance forms, phone, email (receptionist@lwlc.org) or our website. Please get 
permission from those you want to include on this public prayer list. Requests will be shared on our email Prayer Chain. 
If you would like to be part of our email prayer chain, please email receptionist@lwlc.org. Send private prayer requests to 
pastordommer@lwlc.org, or pastordrengler@lwlc.org.
“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”   1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.

Ongoing MinistriesOngoing Ministries

Living Word’s Preschool offers classes for children beginning at 15 months through Pre-Kindergarten (age 5) in a small, 
loving, Christian environment. Our awesome teaching team brings many years of teaching experience to our preschool, 
along with a love for teaching Jesus’ little lambs. Contact Bev Childs  (bev@lwlc.org) for information.
Stephen Ministry offers a proven and effective way to organize, equip, and supervise a team of congregation members 
– called Stephen Ministers – to provide high quality, one-to-one, Christ centered care to people in the congregation and 
the community experiencing life difficulties. Contact Mike and Sherrie O’Heron at mike.oheron@gmail.com for more 
information about receiving Stephen Ministry care or training. 
GriefShare meets every Tuesday from 7:00 to 9:00pm in room 206. If you are interested in attending, please register on 
the GriefShare website: www.griefshare.org/groups/154577. If you have any questions, please contact Janette Pennell at 
janettepennell@ymail.com. 
Word of God Bible Study They usually meet the 2nd and 4th Monday, 1-2pm, in room 203. They are studying the Book of 
James. For more information, email Gary Korsmeyer: gd.korsmeyer@yahoo.com
Friends and Family Bible Study meets the 2nd and 4th Saturday, 9:30am, in room 203. Currently studying the book of 
Romans. For more information, email ken.rutledge@gmail.com
Women’s Bible Study meets Wednesday (except 2nd Wednesday) at 9:30am in room 203. They are studying the minor 
prophets. For more information, please call the church office.  
Women Of the Word (WOW) is the local chapter of the International Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) with 
emphasis on service and the support of missions, both globally and locally.  Meets the second Wednesday of the month 
from 9:30 – 11:30am in the Fellowship Hall. For more information, email livingwordwow@gmail.com.
Our Evening Women’s Group  meets the first Friday of each month from 6:30-8:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. We will also 
host a quarterly family/spouse activity - more information to be announced as it comes available. Childcare is provided. For 
more information, contact Anita Vetter at 57vetter@gmail.com.
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship meets Tuesdays at 7am at The House of Pies in The Woodlands.
Choir  meets on Thursdays in the Worship Center from 7:00-8:30pm. Everyone is welcome to come and praise the Lord 
with us through music.
Handbells  usually meets in the Worship Center following the worship service. If you are interested in joining, please contact 
Melony Quinn at melony@lwlc.org.

Meals Ministry  Living Word provides dinner meals in these instances: the arrival of a new baby, the death of a loved one, 
and other crisis times such as severe illness, after surgery and hospitalization. Please call the church office or email Paula at 
paula@lwlc.org.
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